When teaching children how to write we think about the steps from early mark making, to
attaching meaning to marks and on to writing with purpose.

In Fieldmice and Ladybirds we teach the children a method to ensure they are holding their
pencils (or other writing tools) ‘nip, flip, grip.” Ask your children to show you!

Flick the Fieldmice launches are message center - this is our mark making area - a place
where the children can explore with a variety of mark making tools and equipment and ‘write’
messages to one another, Flick and you. Please celebrate these creations when your child
brings them home.

The pre-writing shapes that we explore are shown below. Alongside this children learn to
read and write their own names, the daily phonics sounds taught and attaching meaning to
marks they make linked to our weekly stories.

PRE-WRITING SHAPES *

Children should be able to form these 9
pre-writing strokes before asking them to write.
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Children who can adequately draw the oblique cross can copy a
significantly higher number of letters than little ones who cannot.



